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S ea s on T hem e

T he theme of this season is Motherhood, each play chosen presents a 
mother who faces many trials and tribulations with their family. 

Showing the hardships and the strength required to be a mother. T hese 
plays seek to challenge the patriarchal canon of theater. In which the 

general cannon of plays are traditionally male led, written by male 
playwrights, and follow a majority male cast. 



S a pi enti a ( 900-1000 C E , T r a gedy ) B y  H r ots v i tha

HOW DOES THIS DISTRUPT THE CANNON?

SYNOPSIS
Sapientia a mother of three daughters faces a corrupt Emperor who declares them 
enemies of the state as they do not worship the Roman gods. 

HOW DOES THIS CONNECT TO THE SEASONS THEME?

Hrotsvitha’s plays are not apart of the traditional cannon and provide a female led 
story of a mother and her daughters who face up against a corrupt man. 

This story shows a mother who must face up against a bigger power with her family. Only 
then having to face the pain of their deaths. 



K i ng L ea r  ( 1608, T r a gedy )  B y  W i l l i a m  S ha k es pea r e

SYNOPSIS
King Lear is stepping down from the crown and needs to divide the kingdom between 
three daughters. A series of tragic and unfortunate events follow leading to the death of 
the family.  

HOW DOES THIS CONNECT TO THE SEASONS THEME?
The struggling relationship between the mother and her three daughters as she must hand 
off power to them. Her decisions lead to great tensions between the family and ultimately 
their tragic fate. 

HOW DOES THIS DISTRUPT THE CANNON?
This places a female into a traditionally male role and changes the dynamic of the 
story. 



HOW DOES THIS CONNECT TO THE SEASONS THEME?
Nya is a single mother who is struggling to provide for her son Omari. She only wants the best 
for him and does everything in her power to maintain a healthy relationship. 

SYNOPSIS
After an incident Omari is on the brink of being expelled and Nya must face the anger of 
her son in order to help him. Nya only wants the best for him and struggles to give him 
the life she wants to.

HOW DOES THIS DISTRUPT THE CANNON?

P i pel i ne ( 2017,  D r a m a )  B y  D om i ni que M or i s s ea u

This story is not apart of the traditional cannon and focuses on a single mother who must be 
strong for her son. Her son relies on her not a man to help him and she is presented as an 
independent and strong woman. 



N ex t to N or m a l  ( 2008,  M us i ca l )  B y  B r i a n Yor k ey,  
L y r i ci s t  B r i a n Yor k ey,  C om pos er  T om  K i tt  

SYNOPSIS
Diana seems to have it all but struggles with bipolar disorder, her mental illness causing 
problems with her family. The family struggles to maintain a “next to normal” relationship each 
facing their own problems. 

HOW DOES THIS CONNECT TO THE SEASONS THEME?
Diana must deal with her mental illness and past while trying to maintain a healthy relationship 
with her family. Struggling to maintain her role as a mother as her mental health deteriorates. 

HOW DOES THIS DISTRUPT THE CANNON?
This story is not apart of the traditional cannon and focuses on a female figure who must 
find her own way. Her husband unable to help her and sometimes detrimental to her 
health, finding a strength in herself to face her problems.
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